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= AN ANCIENT LIST OF THE FORTRESSES OF NUBIA

The text is as follows:—

[
e
[ |

PO

NNNN gy
nnnnN

a4
&Rl

oo T

Rk

pog
=Bk
18,2 oo

Jem]

@ﬂdo-:-

SEANEREL
jurt N XCS
%

&l

(Next column.)

e Moo
{12
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@ The last group in this name is a
crur; o (or <—>) seems clear, but
thelower sign, which is damaged, shows
points of difference from poa.

» Dubious traces of the two lower
signs.

¢ Only the horizontal base is left ;
v s exceedingly probable.

@ Palaeographically & would be
slightly preferable to @ ; however the
sense speaks for the latter. Perhaps
@ should be substituted for\' ; only
a trace remains.

¢ The top of this sign is damaged ;
practically certain.

/ A trace which may well be the
cross-stroke of [o==].

v ﬁ seems certain ; a small square

lacuna follows it, at the top of which a
straight horizontal line is still visible.

® 111 is by no means certain, look-
ing rather like a wavy horizontal sign.

i The last sign is certain, and is
preceded by a small space large enough
for [a], but possibly never occupied ;
of 7% the tops alone are preserved.

Then follows the list of the towns of Upper Egypt, beginning with DIJ @]g

Elephantine, quqg Ombos, A[J]%k Edfu, and so on.
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— ALAN H. GARDINER

TRANSLATION.
The “Repressing-......" (D;ir-......).
“ Khakaure‘-justzﬁt,dqs-powez ful ” (Shm-H ke jwi'-n, hrw).

)
)
3) “ Warding-off-the-Bows” (' Itnw-pdwt).
)
5)

fortress (
of
‘< “Repelling-the-Inu” (Hsf~ Twnw).
l *“ Curbing-the-countries ” (W'f-h,swt).
6) “ Subduing-the-Oasis-dwellers (2)” (Dr- Wiw).
The Tken ('Ikn).
ﬂntuss{ (8) Bhheu (Buwhn).
(9) “Embracing-the-two-lands” ('fuk-t,wi).
(1)80  The [(10) “Repelling-the-Mezaiu " (Hsf-Md,w).
fortress { (11) Maam (M''m).
1(1‘7 Baki (B/k).
(13) Senmet (Snmt).
(14) Elepbantine (bw).
(13) ...... (Dd...?),

(17) Silsilis ([Hnly)

COMMENTARY,

In all, there are seventeen names of fortresses to be considered. At first sight 1t
might appear doubtful whether the five names at the top of the second column
really refer to fortresses, since the deseriptive heading mmw n “the fortress of...... ” is
omitted at this point. However, on any other view it would be difficult or impossible
to explain the repetition of the name Elephantine in the sixth place of the second
columu ; and it is reassuring to note that both Senmet (Bigeh) and Yeb (Elephantine)
are known, on independent evidence, to have been localities where fortresses existed.
We may, therefore, feel some confidence in regarding the first seventeen names as
the names of fortresses or fortified towns, mostly in Lower Nubia, and the following
pames as those of the various towns of Upper Egypt. The two series of names overlap
geographically between Elephantine and Silsilis.

The ending of the sandstone formation a little north of Silsilis appears to mark out
that place as the natural boundary of Nubia; nowadays, Nubian language, culture and
race begin only a few miles further south, at, Daraw. This may well be the reason
why the list of Nubian fortresses is made to terminate at Silsilis. There is some
evidence that in the earliest times Elephantine was regarded rather as an oubpost
in Nubian territory than as the frontier of Egypt proper; though in the lists of
the nomes and of the towns of Egypt, the archetypes of which probably go back to
the Fifth Dynasty, the frontier appears to be the First Cataract, or more precisely,
the island of Bigeh. We way bazard the conjecture that the co-existence of these
two conflicting views may be the explanation of the seemingly unaccountable overlap
in the papyrus.
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The architecture of fortresses and forts of the Middle Kingdom
in Lower Nubia

Prof. Dr. Khaled Shawky El-Bassyouny

The kings and Pharaohs of the Middle Kingdom have built
quite a number of forts and castles (Seventeen forts and castles in
total) in Lower Nubia (WAWAT Lands).

The erection of these forts and fortresses was of great
importance architecturally, politically and economically (The policy
of Urbanism in Nubian Territories: Kush) during the reign of the
Twelfth Dynasty.

This reflects the development in relations between Ancient
Egypt, Nubia and North Sudan (the Egyptian influence in Africa).
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